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Introduction to Russian

Russian is spoken in Eastern Europe and parts of Asia.
It is the language of Russia and many nearby countries.
At least 160 million people speak Russian. The Russian
alphabet is called Cyrillic.

Russian is one of several Slavic languages. It is closely
related to Ukrainian and Belorussian. Russian has several
forms, including northern, southern, central, and the way
it is spoken in Moscow, Russia’s capital.

Russia of the 1800s is famous for its literature. Russian
authors wrote many important and classic works. Some
authors include Aleksandr Pushkin, Leo Tolstoy, and
Anton Chekhov.

b is called the soft sign. It does not have its own sound.
It changes how you say the previous letter. The sound is
clipped oft or softened. It is shown with an apostrophe () in
the pronunciations in this book.

b is the hard sign. It separates some prefixes from
the rest of the word. It makes no sound of its own. It is

rarely used.




A [al - like a in apple

b {b} - like b in boy

B [v] - like v in volcano

[ {g] - like g in gamma

[ [d} - like d in dog

E [yel —like ye in zes

E [yol - like yo in New
York, always stressed

K [zh} - like s in vision,
with tongue farther back

3 [z} - like z in zoo

N [eel — like ee in reeth

A {11 - like y in toy or gray

K [k} — like k in sk:t, but
without aspiration or breath

J1111 - like | in Jamb

M [m1 — like m in mother

H [n] - like n in 70

O [o} -like a in talk

[1pl—like p in pze

Plrl— flap r

C [s1 - like s in sz7/

T [t} - like t in stay, but with
tongue against upper teeth

Y [oo} — like oo in fooz,
with extreme lip rounding

D [f} - like f in football

X [kh} - like ch in Bach

Ll Its] — like ts in cats

Y {ch] - like ch in cheer

LLI [sh1 — like sh in sure,
with tongue farther back

LL| [sh’ 1 — like sh in sheet

bl [yl — a sound between
the a in @bout and the ee in see

D [e] - like e in sez

lO [yoo} — like you in you

A [yal — when stressed,
like ya in yacht




My Home

lamp
TaMiia
(LAHM-puh)

BaHHaHdA

(VAHN-nah-yah ol 7N = == |

fikitchen!

| VARG
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(KOOKH-nyah)




rapax
(gah-RAHSH)

garage
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car,
MialLll HIa
(mah-=SHEE=nuh) S8
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Where do you live?
[[oe Thl
XUBEWBL?
(GDYE TY zhy-VYOSH?)
dog
c0.0alka

(sah-BAH-kah)

£.4

I live in an apartment.
AXMBY B
KBapTupe.

(YA zhy-VOO V-kvahr-
TEE-ryeh.)

MORE USEFUL WORDS
[ live in a house.
AXnBy B foMe
(YA zhy-VOO v-DOH-myeh.)

apartment
KBapTupa
(kvahr-TEE-ruh)

house
OOM
(DOHM)
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W
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garden
cag
(SAHT)



In the Morning
YTpOM

(OO-truhm)

dresser
KoMOo'a
(ka-MOT)

dalc b : RAEWEBELIR

(vQSY) - MEOABORONOR @

(PLYOO:=shy=vyj M
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comb
pacyYécka
(ras-CHYOS-kuh)

Good morning! It is seven o’clock
in the morning.
Ho6poe yTpo!
CeMb yacoB yTpa.
(DOHB-rah-yeh OOT-ruh!
SYEM’ cha-SOHF oot-RAH.)

shirt
py,0/a L Ka
(roo-BAHSH-kuh)

| feel awake (female).
MPpOCHYJNacChb.
(YA prahs-NOO-lahs’.)

| feel awake (male).
A npocHyncasa. |
(YA prahs-NOOL-syah.)

MORE USEFUL WORDS
| feel happy (female).

cyacTNnunBa.
(YA SH’AST-lee-vuh.)

| feel happy (male).
AcuyacTnuse.
(YA SH’'AST-leef.)

| feel sad.

MHe TpycTHO.
(MNYE GROOS-nuh.)

| feel tired (female).
yCTalna.
(YA oos-TAH-Iuh.)

| feel tired (male).
AycTan.
(YA oos-TAHL.)




At School
Bwkone

(FSHKO-lyeh)

teacher.
YU U ETT b
(ooh-CHEE-tyel’)

K O MITTIE' HOTs €11
(kahm-PYOO-tuhr)

| like math.
MHe HpaBUTCH
MaTeMaTUKa.
(MNYE NRAH-vee-tsa
ma-tee-MAH-tee-kuh.)

What is your name?
Kak Tebsa (Bac)
30BYT?
(KAHK tee-BYA zah-VOOT?)

paper.

L OlyMaa

(boo-MAH-gul

o

deski——>

113 p;a

(PAHR-tuh)
b, T ekt S

|




MORE USEFUL WORDS
| like science.
MHe HpaBUTCA HayKa.
(MNYE NRAH-vee-tsa nah-OO-kuh.)

| like art.
MHe HPaBUTCA MCKYCCTBO.
(MNYE NRAH-vee-tsa ees-KOOHS-tvuh.)

| like music.
MHe HpaBUTCA My3blKa.
(MNYE NRAH-vee-tsa MOO-zy-kuh.)

I like reading.
MHe HpaBWUTCA UTeHUe.
(MNYE NRAH-vee-tsa CHTYE-nee-ye. )

My name is
MeHAa 30BYT

(mee-NYA zah-VOOT

Can | please go to the bathroom?
MOXHO BbINTU B TyaﬂeT?

(MOZH-nuh VYJ-tee ftoo-ah-LYET?)

Please help me.
[MToxanymncrTa,
MOMOTIrmMTE MHE.
(pah-ZHAH-loo-stah pah-ma-
GHEE-tye MNYE,)

student

Y H € H K
: (ooh-chee-NEEK)

é




At the Park
B napke

(FPAR-kyeh)

Let's play!
JaBante urpatb!
(dah-VAHJ-tyeh ee-GRAT"!)

= aApYr

(DROOK)

MORE USEFUL
WORDS
game
nrpa
(ee-GRAH)

sports

cCnopT
(SPORT)




sun
COolHuUe
(SOHN-tsye) .
swmg'
“KayaTtbcH
(ka-CHAH-tsuh) p

Es@ir@tz@w WOMAAKE

RETETHEA @ FOPRN

Il EETER
, _ mee
Vi K al—>3 ) = ?/(\V i

(OOT-kuh)




Around Town

[lo ropopaoy

(pah GO-rah-doo)

L]
firefighter SEe
NOEREPHNER

(pah-ZHAHR-neek)

Excuse me.
M3BuHuTeE.
(eez-veeh-NEEH-tyeh.)

XeHLWWHa
(ZHEHN-sh ee-nuh)

<— police officer
NMONMMNUENCKUNN

(pah-lee-tsyej-skeej)



C.!il’p|0|ne
“C.aMO 1.8 Tt
. (sah-niah-LYOT).

bus

aBTobyc
(ahf~-TOH-boos)

MORE USEFUL
WORDS

train

noesn
(POH-eest)

truck

rcysoBuk
(grooh-zah-VEEK)

stop

(ah-stah-nah-VEE-tsa)

go
naoTu
(eet’-TEEH)

~

\

-

office
ocdbunc
(OH-fees)
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In the Store 3
B MadrasumHe |iwould kS o banand! door

(vmah-gah-ZEE-nyeh) A xouy Kynutb 6aHaH. 0BEpb
(YA khah-CHOO koo-PEET’ bah-NAHN.) (DVYER’)

i
]

Hello!
3nopaBcTBYMNTE!
(ZDRAHS-tvoij-tyeh!)

candy
KOHME T bl money

(DYEN’-gheeh)
SRS
5
(Y

T




How much does an apple cost?

CKONMbKO CTOUT OOHO \ R—— MORE USEFUL WORDS
1 =
ABNOKO" please

(SKOL ’-kuh STOH-eet ‘ahd-NOH [ToxanymcTa
YAHB-lah-kuh?) (pah-ZHAH-loo-stuh)

Thank you!

Cnacubo!
(spah-SEE-buh!)

You are welcome!
He 3a uTol!
(NE-zah-shtuh!)
head

How are you?
(gah-lah-VAH) : Kak nena”?
(kahg-dee-LAH?)

[ am well.

Xopouwo.
(khah-rah-SHOH.)

floor
AiTraX
(eeh-TAHSH)

foot
CyTpViIMH A

(stoop-NYAH) ’T |
ﬁ%mwmwm




My Birthday Party

Mon leHb
PoxpeHus

(MOJ DYEN’ razh-DYEH-nee-yah)

MORE USEFUL WORDS

one
oouH
(ah-DEEN)

two

OoBa
(DVAH)

three
Tpu
(TREE)

FOUI’

yeThbipe
(chee-TY-ree)

five
MATDb
(PYAT’)

SiX
wecTb
(SHYEST’)

seven

ceMb
(SYEM)

eight
BOCEeMb
(VOH-syem’)

|

nine
O0EeBATb
(DYEH-veet’)

fen

OecATb
(DYE-seet’)

eleven

oAMHHaAaguUuaThb
(ah-DEE-nah-tsut’)

twelve

OBeHaguaThb
(dvee-NAH-tsut’)

thirteen

TPMHaAaOgUaTb
(tree-NAH-tsut’)

fourteen

yeTblipHagUuaThb
(chee-TYR-nah-tsut’)

fifteen

nATHaaUuaTb
(peet-NAH-tsut’)

sixteen

wecTHaguaTb
(shyes-NAH-tsut’)

seventeen

ceMHaaguaTb
(seem’-NAH-tsut’)

eighteen
BoCeMbHaAUATb
(vah-seem’-NAH-tsut’)

nineteen

neBpATHaOgUaTb
(dee-vyat-NAH-tsut’)

twenty

OBaguUuaThb
(DVAH-tsut’)

—

N

¢

grcndmother
6abylkKa

(BAH-boosh-kuh)

| am six years old.
MHe wecTb ner.

(MNYE SHYEST’LYET.))

grandfather
oenywka
(DYEH-doosh-kuh)




family
ceMbA
(seem’-YAH)

Happy Birthday!
C oaHeMm
poxpgeHwus!
(ZDNYOM
rahzh-DYEH-nee-yah!)

uncle
oAaagAa
(DYA-d 'uh)

| love you!
A Teba nobnwo!
(YA tee-BYAH I'00b-L’OOH!)

father
narna

aunt
TETA
(TYO-t'uh)




Time for Dinner
Bpems
YVXNMHAQTDb

(VRYEH-m’ah OO-zhee-nuht’)

b red CI
xneob
(KHLEHP)

CTaKaH
l (stah-KAHN)

| am hungry (male).
A ronopgeH.
(YA GOH-lah-dyen.)

| am hungry (female).
ronogHa.
(YA gah-lahd-NAH.)

forkd
BUAIRE

e\
//@
/(/‘ 4. N5

(LOHSH kit




MORE USEFUL WORDS

food

efa
(veeh-DAH)

breakfast

3aBTpak

|
| can help you! (ZAHF-truhk)

A Mory Tebe noMoub!

(YA mah-GOO tee-BYE pah-MOCH!) lunch

obepn
(ah-BYET)

refrigerator
XonoauniibHWK
(khah-lah-DEEL -neek)

t"
l

vegetcb|es
O;BlO,LLI'I
(OH=vakzshieeh)



At nghl' (" MORE USEFUL WORDS

Today is Friday!

HOLI bl-o CerogHa naTtHuMua!l

WOH h ) (see-VOHD-nyah PYAHT-nee-tsa!)
-Cnyoo

Y Yesterday was Thursday.
Buepa 6bl1 yeTBEPT.

(fcheeh-RAH BYL cheet-VYERK.)

Tomorrow is Saturday.
Good night 3aBTpa 6bygeT cybboTa.
' (ZAHF-truh BOO-deet soo-BOH-tuh.)

CnokowmHoOM HOYU!
(spah-KOY-nahj NOH-chee!) J

bathtub
BadaHHAa
(VAHN-nuh)

| am tired! (masculine) am—
o AycTan!

(YA oos-TAHL!) M

| am tired! (feminine)

ycTanal
(YA oos-TAH-luh!)

\_




oy -
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Sunday

BOCKpecCceHbe
(vahs-kree-SYEH-nyeh)

Monday

MoHeOEeNbHWK
(pah-nee-DYEL -neehk)

Tuesday

BTOPHWK
(FTOHR-neehk)

Wednesday | brush my teeth.
cpepa Aunwy 3y6bl.
(sree-DAH)

toilet
TyanetT
(too-ah-LYET)

1—

pajamas
nmnxamMa
(pee-ZHAH-muh)

=

/
S
ﬂ.\:

D) 7 i
e tosthbrush T
rr /
3y6&|—|aﬂ MEIRE
(z00b-NAH-yah SHYOHT-kuh)

\

\

(YA CHEE-sh’oo ZOO-byh.)

mirror
3epkKalno
(ZYER-kah-luh)

sink
PaKOBWHaAa
(RAH-kah-vee-nuh)

e

1

o~

toothpaste
E‘yﬁaHaﬂ nacTa
(zoob-NAH-yah PAHS-tuh)

/.




[

4 \ .......
Yes January July s
[Ha AHBaAPb MO b 3
(DAH) (veen-VAHR') (ee-YOOL')
No ~~ February August
HeT dbeBpansb aBrycrt - s,
(NYET) R (fee-VRAHL’) (AHV-goost) | i “
..... R J March September
Trpn MapT ceHTABPDb - -
\ A . (mahrt) (seen-TYAHBR’) A2} i
en .
. LEeCAThb @ April October e
’ (DYE-seet’) anpenb oOKTA6 Pb Y v
; : W (ah-PRYEHL) (ahk-TYAHBR’)
en 4
ABapuaTh May November
........ (DVAH-tsut) / Man HOABPb
’rhirfy (mahy) (nah-YAHBR’)
TpmMaouaTb June December
(TREEZSwY) MIOHb nekabpb
forty (ee-YOON') (dee-KAHBR")
COPOK
(SOH-ruhk)
fifty winter good-bye!
”ﬂT;ﬂeC”T 3MMa Mokal! o
(BeeiicceS AL (zee-MAH) cBuaaHuns!

sixty (pah-KAH! dah-svee-
wecTbaecAT DilLnee e
(sheez-dee-SYAHT)

spring
BeCcHa
(vees-NAH)

seventy

ceMbaecAarT
(SYEM -dee-syaht)

eighty

summer

neTo
(LYEH-tuh)

I \E=S

BOCEeMbOECAT fall
(VOH-seem-dee-syaht) OC€Hb
(OH-seen’)

ninety \
NeBAHOCTO [0
(dee-vee-NOH-stuh)

one hundred

CTO
(STOH)
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